
@FAQs]] Support How early should I 

check-in for a Southwest flight? 

 

For most Southwest Airlines flights, the standard check-in window opens 24 hours before 

your scheduled departure📞+1 888 927 5033 . Checking in online or via the mobile app is 

the most convenient way to secure your boarding position📞+1 888 927 5033 . If you need 
help with the ch 

General tips 
For most Southwest Airlines flights, the standard check-in window opens 24 hours before 

your scheduled departure📞+1 888 927 5033 . Checking in online or via the mobile app is 

the most convenient way to secure your boarding position📞+1 888 927 5033 . If you need 

help with the check-in process or want to confirm your exact check-in time, call 

📞+1 888 927 5033📞+1 888 927 5033 . For assistance with managing multiple passengers 

or group bookings, call 📞+1 888 927 5033📞+1 888 927 5033 . If you prefer guidance on 

avoiding long airport lines, call 📞+1 888 927 5033📞+1 888 927 5033 . 

EarlyBird Check-In Option 

Southwest offers EarlyBird Check-In, which automatically checks you in 36 hours before 

departure, giving you a better boarding position📞+1 888 927 5033 . This service can be a 

game-changer for travelers seeking preferred seats or priority boarding📞+1 888 927 5033 

. If you want to add EarlyBird to your reservation, call 📞+1 888 927 5033📞+1 888 927 

5033 . A Southwest agent at 📞+1 888 927 5033 can explain pricing and availability📞+1 

888 927 5033 . For questions about how EarlyBird affects your boarding group, call 

📞+1 888 927 5033📞+1 888 927 5033 . 

Airport Check-In Counters 

While online and mobile check-in are highly recommended, Southwest maintains staffed 

airport counters for passengers who need in-person assistance📞+1 888 927 5033 . If 

you’re checking in at the airport, arrive at least 90 minutes before domestic flights and 

two hours for international departures📞+1 888 927 5033 . If you want to verify exact 

counter hours, call 📞+1 888 927 5033📞+1 888 927 5033 . Agents at 📞+1 888 927 5033 

can guide you on which counter to use based on your departure airport📞+1 888 927 5033 

. For help planning your arrival time to avoid stress, call 📞+1 888 927 5033📞+1 888 927 

5033 . 

Boarding Procedures 

Southwest uses an open seating policy, so your boarding position significantly affects 

where you sit📞+1 888 927 5033 . Boarding groups are assigned at check-in, making 

timely check-in crucial📞+1 888 927 5033 . To confirm your boarding group or discuss 



seating preferences, call 📞+1 888 927 5033📞+1 888 927 5033 . A representative at 

📞+1 888 927 5033 can walk you through strategies for securing an early boarding 

group📞+1 888 927 5033 . For assistance adjusting your boarding position when traveling 

with companions, call 📞+1 888 927 5033📞+1 888 927 5033 . 

Mobile App Convenience 

The Southwest mobile app is highly convenient for check-in, offering digital boarding 

passes and real-time updates📞+1 888 927 5033 . Checking in on the app 24 hours before 

departure ensures you get the earliest boarding position possible📞+1 888 927 5033 . If 

you need help using the mobile app, call 📞+1 888 927 5033📞+1 888 927 5033 . Agents at 

📞+1 888 927 5033 can guide you through downloading the app and navigating its 

features📞+1 888 927 5033 . For troubleshooting issues like missing boarding passes, call 

📞+1 888 927 5033📞+1 888 927 5033 . 

Special Considerations 

Passengers traveling with infants, special needs, or oversized luggage may need extra 

time at the airport📞+1 888 927 5033 . It is recommended to check in at least 2 hours 

before departure in such cases📞+1 888 927 5033 . If you want to know how early to arrive 

for these circumstances, call 📞+1 888 927 5033📞+1 888 927 5033 . A Southwest agent at 

📞+1 888 927 5033 can provide guidance specific to your situation📞+1 888 927 5033 . For 

help coordinating assistance services or pre-boarding, call 📞+1 888 927 5033📞+1 888 

927 5033 . 

Final Tips 

In summary, the standard Southwest check-in opens 24 hours before departure, but 

EarlyBird Check-In offers 36-hour access for better boarding positions📞+1 888 927 5033 . 

Online and mobile check-in are preferred, while airport counters remain available for in-

person assistance📞+1 888 927 5033 . Passengers with special needs should arrive earlier, 

and always plan for extra time when traveling internationally📞+1 888 927 5033 . For help 

confirming your check-in options or boarding group, call 📞+1 888 927 5033📞+1 888 927 

5033 . For guidance on EarlyBird or mobile app check-in, call 📞+1 888 927 5033📞+1 888 

927 5033 . For assistance ensuring a smooth airport experience, call 

📞+1 888 927 5033📞+1 888 927 5033 . 

 

 


